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March 23, 2009

David Blumenfeld, President
Blumenfeld Development Group
300 Robbins Lane

Syosset, NY 11791

Dear Mr. Blumenfeld:

I am writing to formally request a letter of apology for the comments you recently made
regarding the East Harlem community and the role you allegedly played in its revitalization.

As you know, Community Board 11 recently approved an amendment to the special permit for
the East River Plaza development to allow Costco to receive over-night deliveries. This
approval was obtained in spite of some very insensitive remarks that were made by you at the
March 9™ meeting of the Board’s Committee on City Properties and Land Use. As we know you
have heard directly and indirectly that many members found these comments personally
insulting. While you clearly had put our ongoing negotiations at risk, we are all very fortunate
that we have a Community Board that can separate one person’s view of our community for the
greater good.

Despite continued concerns over the East River Plaza project, we and a majority of Community
Board 11 believe overall that the project will bring much needed economic vitality and jobs to
our community. Moreover, the recent package of benefits we were able to negotiate with Tiago
showed great progress by the developer in hearing and addressing the community’s concerns.
We would like to continue this positive and productive working relationship.

However, as I’m sure was reported to you by Ms. Petrasek, your recent comments have also put
this progress in jeopardy. At the Community Board’s general meeting on March 17", many
members, including some who have continually supported this project, expressed their outrage
and demanded an apology from you. This is why we ask that you firmly put this matter behind
us and issue a formal letter of apology.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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Sincerely,

TR L

Robert Rodriguez
Chair
Community Board 11

cc:  Community Board 11 Members
Edward Blumenfeld
Bruce Ratner
Hon. Scott Stringer
Deputy Mayor Robert Lieber
Commissioner Amanda M. Burden
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