
SAVE OUR LADY QUEEN OF ANGELS

Contact: Joyce Matz-212-744-3958
Carmen Villegas-212-996-5968

The Catholic Church may not realize how historic and important Our
Lady Queen of Angels really is. Located at 113 th Street between 2

°d

and 3rd Avenues in Manhattan, it is one of the churches that is slated to
be closed and the parish discontinued.

The church is 121 years old and very much in tact. It was built in 1886
at the request of New York Archbishop Corrigan for the German
community that lived in that neighborhood. At that time, there were
farmlands surrounding the church, but later in the 1900's the
Jefferson housing project was built around it. The church survived and
was not touched.

`'Our Lady Queen of Angels was built by one of the more famous figures
in the history of the Catholic Church, Father Bonaventure Frey who
was born on June 12,1831 in Switzerland and died July 4,1912 in
Detroit and who lay in state there for five days. During his life he spent
a great deal of time in New York.

He was the co-founder of the Capuchin Franciscan Order in the U.S,
and established it with Father Francis Haas - along with the first
monastery of the Capuchins at Calvary in Wisconsin. He established
the Sacred Heart Friary and Parish in Yonkers and in 1870
reorganized St John the Baptist parish.

But most significantly, on August
18th,

1886, Father Bonaventure at the
request of Archbishop Corrigan of NY, purchased a house at 221 East
112 th Street in Manhattan where he held divine services until the
modest church on 113 street was completed.
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Currently, there are 400 dedicated parishioners, some in their nineties
who love Our Lady Queen of Angels and wish to save it. Most have
spent their lives there, seen their children baptized and married there
and have joined together to protect an important part of their lives and
an important part of the Church they love.

They wish to meet with Church leaders to work out a plan whereby
they can save Our Lady Queen of Angels.

They are strongly supported by their Councilwoman Melissa Mark-
Viverito, their Congressman Charles Rangel and by many other public
officials, leaders of the community and by many in the preservation
community, including the Historic Districts Council, Friends of the
Upper East Side Historic Districts, Landmark West! Defenders of the
Historic Upper East Side, and noted architectural historian Andrew
Dolkart, all lending their names to this effort and anxious to preserve a
significant part of New York City and Catholic Church history.

On Feb. 14, 2007 a "Request for Evaluation" was made to the N.Y.C.
Landmarks Preservation Commission by Joyce Matz for the Church of
Our

.
Lady Queen of Angels for possible consideration for landmark

designation. Councilwoman Melissa Mark Viverito has also requested
the Landmarks Preservation Commission to consider the church for
designation.
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